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regarded as an uncleanness and corruption of the flesh
to be terminated by self-immolation. Kalanos, the Indian
sage, who fell from grace and accompanied Alexander on
his march back from India, having got acute dysentery
burnt himself to death by mounting on a funeral pyre in
spite of the Macedonian's personal entreaties. " Cures,"'
we are further told, " were effected rather by regulating
diet than by the use of medicines. The remedies most
esteemed were ointments and plasters. All others were
considered to be in a great measure pernicious."
While fighting was not altogether abolished, it was
restricted rigorously to the warrior caste. The cultivator
class, which was " far more numerous than the others "r
was exempted from fighting and other public service :
" Nor would an enemy coming upon a husbandman at his"
work on his land, do him any harm, for men of this class
being regarded as public benefactors, are protected from
all injury. The land thus remaining unravaged and pro-
ducing heavy crops, supplies the inhabitants with all the
requisites to make life enjoyable."
What a remarkable echo this of the following by
Eaverty about the present-day Frontier Pathans : " When
fighting amongst each other the Pathans of these parts
never interfere with or injure the helots of each other,
nor do they injure their women or children, or their guests
or strangers within the gates, and such might serve as an
example to nations laying claim to a higher state of civili-
zation."
Far away in Pataliputra, Kautilya the economist,.
migrating from his birthplace of Taxila, organized an eco-
nomic system that was based upon the principle of " unto
this last". Hear the following from his Arthashastra :
" Those women who do not stir out of their houses, those
whose husbands are gone abroad and those who are crip-
ple, or girls may, when obliged to work for their subsist-
ence, be provided with work (spinning out threads) in due
courtesy through the medium of maid servants of a wea-
ving establishment. Those women who can present them-
selves at the weaving house shall at dawn be enabled to-